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Water footprint 

The total volume of freshwater  (VIRTUAL) consumed (evaporated) & polluted: 

• to produce goods 

• in a contry, sector, enterprise, person…  
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WF food 



Grupo Tragsa 

How thirsty is your food? 
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Components 
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CWUgreen=ƩETgreen 

CWUblue=ƩETblue 

WATER FOOTPRINT OF 

GROWING A CROP: 

 

Crop water use (m3/ha) 

Crop yield (ton/ha) 
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WF: Agriculture in Spain 
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Colour is important 

Fuente: DH Duero 
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Mitigation of the WF 

One of the most efficient ways to alleviate water footprint is 

through effective action to promote and accelerate the recharge, 

where water is being extracted, often with negative balance for the aquifer.  

•Spain WF is more than 48.000 hm3 

•>80% caused by agriculture 

•More than a million hectares irrigated from acuifer 

• 38% of the 699 subterránean water masses has bad status 

•WFD aims to get good status in all acuifers by 2027 

•WF should be reduce or/and… find a way of mitigate it: 

 

 

 



Grupo Tragsa 

MAR & WF 

•Coca-Cola South Latin, + Water Initiatives:  

•projects that favor the development of native forests in Córdoba 

(Argentina): adequate water infiltration into the soil and groundwater 

levels 

•San Pedro de Melipilla and  Coquimbo (Chile): develop works that 

provide complete infiltration in soils and aquifers precipitated water 

•In Argentina, Danone Group: project "Leave your footprint, a Reserve for 

more Reservations" 

•Ancash region (Peru): initiative that aims at optimizing the operation of 

treatment plants wastewater in small communities 

•In Costa Rica, the FEMSA Foundation is facilitating the work of 

community organizations who want to preserve the origin of the water, 

through the purchase of the headwaters and reforestation of its slopes and 

basins. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

• Water footprints are important as an indicator of impact 

on envirnoment 

• But it’s not all about size: don’t assume that a big 

water footprint is bad 

• Need to consider ecosystem impact, wich will be very 

case specific: It’s not just about to produce with less 

water but with less impact 

• MAR is a good technique for reducing impact in 

acuifer in risk 

• Can contribute to more sustainable crops with less 

irrigation restrictions 

• Also is a way to compensate society for agricultural 

externalities (agriculture is responsible of more than 

80% of Spanish’s water footprint) 
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***Thank you***  

Gomezserracín, 2015 March 11th 


